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Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | November 4, 2005

               DMCA Used to Stymie Competition...Again

            
    
  
  
  
    
As we've noted before, the DMCA has increasingly been used to block competition, rather than to stop "piracy." First it was printer toner cartridges, then garage door openers, and today, in Storage Technology v. Custom Hardware Engineering, it's being used in an effort to tie...
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Press Release
 | November 4, 2005

              Justice Department Not Appealing Cell Phone Surveillance Cases

            
    
  
  
  
    
DOJ's Decision Denies Courts Guidance on When to Authorize Tracking San Francisco - The US Department of Justice (DOJ) has told the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) that it will not appeal a New York decision that forcefully rejected its request to track a cell phone user without first showing probable...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Jason Schultz
 | November 3, 2005

               Uproot Sony-BMG's Invasion of Your Privacy and Your Computer

            
    
  
  
  
    
For years now, copy-restriction software has been a looming threat to those who purchase music and want to make fair uses such as space-shifting it from one device or computer to another. Fortunately, early versions of the software were so cumbersome and easy to work around that consumers whole-heartedly...



  


          
  

  
    
      
      [image: ]
Press Release
 | November 3, 2005

              File-Sharing Lawsuits Fail to Deter P2P Downloaders

            
    
  
  
  
    
RIAA v. The People: Two Years Later Chicago - It's been two years since the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) started suing music fans who share songs online. Thousands of Americans have been hit by lawsuits, but both peer-to-peer (P2P) file sharing and the litigation continue unabated. In a...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | November 2, 2005

               Report from Hearing on National Security Letters

            
    
  
  
  
    
Today the Second Circuit Court of Appeals heard argument in the case of Doe v. Gonzales, considering whether National Security Letters (NSLs) are unconstitutional. NSLs are secret subpoenas for communications logs, issued directly by the FBI without any judicial oversight. These secret subpoenas allow the FBI to demand that online...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | November 1, 2005

               Judge Alito?s Decisions on EFF Issues

            
    
  
  
  
    
Bush's selection of conservative Judge Samuel A. Alito Jr. for the Supreme Court is doubtless going to lead to an ideological battle in the Senate, focusing on Alito's position on hot button issues like abortion rights, federalism, and gun control. Given the divisiveness of these issues, there is a substantial...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kevin Bankston
 | November 1, 2005

              Let the Sun Set on Patriot

            
    
  
  
  
    
Apologists justified the broad, civil-liberties corroding powers granted to the government under the USA PATRIOT Act by arguing that they would be used to put terrorists behind bars. Yet several provisions can be used against Americans in a wide range of investigations that have nothing to do with terrorism....
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Danny O'Brien
 | October 31, 2005

               Halloween on the Hill

            
    
  
  
  
    
If you would like to join our jamboree
 There's a simple rule that's compulsory
 Mortals pay a token fee
 Rest in peace; the haunting's free
 - The Crypt, Disney's 
 href="http://www.disneylandreport.com/disneyland_haunted_mansion_script.html">The
 Haunted Mansion
 Halloween is traditionally the time when the undead walk; preposterous
...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | October 28, 2005

               Attack of the Printing Press!

            
    
  
  
  
    
Printing presses are the prized platform of a public lynch mob spouting liberty but spewing lies, libel, and invective. Their potent allies in this pursuit include Ben Franklin and John Hancock.
 Take the tea tax. Revenue was coming, providing much needed funding to help with his Majesty's benevolent aims...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | October 28, 2005

               Free Speech vs. Bad Advice - "Attack on the Blogs" and Fighting Back

            
    
  
  
  
    
EFF created the Legal Guide for Bloggers, in order to help bloggers understand their rights and, if necessary, defend their freedom. Forbes' recent cover story, Attack of the Blogs, illustrates the need for bloggers everywhere to be prepared to defend their rights. Attack of the Blogs' fear mongering...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kevin Bankston
 | October 27, 2005

               "Oh, we secretly track cell phones without probable cause all the time!  What's the big deal?"

            
    
  
  
  
    
As we've reported recently, two bold new legal decisions have exposed how the Justice Department has been getting secret court orders to track people's locations using their cell phones—without probable cause and based on interpretations of the law that the newly vigilant courts are now calling...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | October 27, 2005

               Leahy Opposes Expansion of CALEA

            
    
  
  
  
    
Senator Patrick Leahy, the chief sponsor of the Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement Act CALEA), had a few strong words for the FCC ruling that would expand the CALEA to broadband ISPs and VoIP providers. In a statement Leahy writes "The expansion of the Communications Assistance for Law Enforcement...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | October 26, 2005

               All Writs Redux

            
    
  
  
  
    
Previously, we wrote about the DOJ's attempts to justify invasive surveillance with the All Writs Act, a federal law that empowers federal courts to issue any "necessary or appropriate" court order. The government was trying to convince Federal Magistrate Judge Orenstein that he could authorize the government to track...
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Press Release
 | October 26, 2005

              Court Issues Surveillance Smack-Down to Justice Department

            
    
  
  
  
    
No Cell Phone Location Tracking Without Probable Cause New York - Agreeing with a brief submitted by EFF, a federal judge forcefully rejected the government's request to track the location of a mobile phone user without a warrant. Strongly reaffirming an earlier decision, Federal Magistrate James Orenstein in New York...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Gwen Hinze
 | October 26, 2005

               Want to Take a Bite Out of the DMCA? Now's the Time

            
    
  
  
  
    
As part of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA), Congress instructed the U.S. Copyright Office to consider every three years whether we need exemptions to the DMCA's blanket ban on circumventing "technological protection measures" (aka Digital Rights Management or DRM) used to lock up copyrighted works. So if you want...
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