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Deeplinks Blog
 by Ren Bucholz
 | April 26, 2006

               Top Canadian Artists Oppose DRM, Suing Fans

            
    
  
  
  
    
Remember when all of those Canadian record labels recently walked out on CRIA, the Canadian equivalent of the RIAA? Well, a bunch of them just launched a new coalition for Canadian musicians called the "Canadian Music Creators Coalition," and their founding principles are pretty rad:
 1. Suing...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | April 25, 2006

               The Season of Bad Laws, Part 3: Banning MP3 Streaming

            
    
  
  
  
    
The Washington Post reports that Senators Feinstein (D-Cal.) and Graham (R-S.C.) have introduced S. 2644, dubbed the PERFORM Act, that is aimed at punishing satellite radio for offering its subscribers devices capable of recording off the air. 
 Buried in the bill, however, is a provision that...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | April 25, 2006

               The Season of Bad Laws, Part 2: Criminal Copyright Infringement, Drug War Style

            
    
  
  
  
    
The Department of Justice is pushing for legislation that would expand the scope of, and stiffen the penalties for, criminal copyright infringement. The legislation has not yet been introduced, but the relevant subcommittee of the House Judiciary Committee has quietly circulated a draft bill based on the DoJ wish...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | April 24, 2006

               The Season of Bad Laws, Part 1: TM Dilution Revision Act

            
    
  
  
  
    
Congress appears to be awash in dangerous trademark and copyright bills. One is H.R. 683, "The Trademark Dilution Revision Act," a revision to the trademark laws that includes a little-noticed change that will put those who want to poke fun at big brands in jeopardy. EFF, Public Citizen, Public...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | April 23, 2006

               Did EMI and UMG Lie to Antitrust Investigators?

            
    
  
  
  
    
Did EMI and Universal Music Group lie to the Department of Justice in order to throw federal investigators off the scent during the antitrust investigation involving the major labels, MusicNet, and pressplay? According to a ruling issued last week, the evidence suggests they did.
 This is the latest...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Rebecca Jeschke
 | April 20, 2006

               EFF Stands Up for Online Journalists' Rights in Apple v. Does

            
    
  
  
  
    
Today, EFF Staff Attorney Kurt Opsahl argued the critical issues in Apple v. Does before a San Jose, California appeals court, telling a panel of three judges that denying confidential source protection to journalists -- whether online or offline -- would deliver a dangerous blow to all media.The case...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Derek Slater
 | April 20, 2006

               Philips Patents DRM To Stop Commercial Skipping, Changing Channels

            
    
  
  
  
    
According to DesignTechnica, Philips has patented a "technology ... [that] would prevent users from changing channels to avoid watching television commercials as well as prevent viewers from fast-forwarding through recorded advertisements."
 Why would Philips invent such an absurd restriction when it will never be voluntarily licensed? After all,...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | April 19, 2006

               DMCA Encourages Bad Security

            
    
  
  
  
    
Professor Ed Felten has been posting this week (1, 2, 3) about HDCP, a content protection technology rapidly becoming ubiquitous in the world of high-def video, whether from your cable, satellite, or next-gen Blu-Ray/HD DVD player.
 Apparently, HDCP has serious security weaknesses, Hollywood knew it, and...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Derek Slater
 | April 18, 2006

               High-Def DVD Formats Take Use Restrictions to New Heights

            
    
  
  
  
    
This week, the first HD-DVD releases entered the US market. The standards battle with Blu-Ray is the talk of the town, but that's not the only element of this format roll-out that will inevitably frustrate consumers. These discs come ready to restrict legitimate uses far beyond what you've faced with...
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Press Release
 | April 18, 2006

              Court Case to Determine Rights of Online Journalists

            
    
  
  
  
    
Arguments Set for April 20 in San Jose San Jose - On April 20, EFF Staff Attorney Kurt Opsahl will argue Apple v. Does – a case with broad implications for journalists and their right to protect the confidentiality of their sources – before a San Jose, California, appeals court...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | April 17, 2006

               Calling for Sunshine at the Smithsonian

            
    
  
  
  
    
As we mentioned in a prior post, the Smithsonian and Showtime Networks have entered into a deal with troubling implications for the public domain (especially in light of the proposed WIPO Broadcasting Treaty). A FOIA request has been sent to the Smithsonian seeking public disclosure of the terms...
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Press Release
 | April 17, 2006

              EFF Debate: "Email - Should the Sender Pay?"

            
    
  
  
  
    
Esther Dyson and Danny O'Brien Face Off April 20 in San Francisco San Francisco - What is the future of email? Should anyone ever have to pay to send it? Or would payments undermine free speech on the Internet? These are just a few of the questions raised recently by...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Derek Slater
 | April 14, 2006

               EFF Defends American's Free Speech Against Foreign Court

            
    
  
  
  
    
Your online speech may be perfectly legal under our laws, but when can a US court be made to enforce a foreign law against you? Can the First Amendment be undermined by court decisions from nations that are less protective of free speech? That's the issue addressed in an...
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Press Release
 | April 13, 2006

              AOL Censors Email Tax Opponents

            
    
  
  
  
    
Won’t Deliver Emails Mentioning www.DearAOL.com UPDATE After this press release was sent out Thursday afternoon, AOL stopped blocking email with links to www.DearAOL.com. Officials at the company stated that problems of this nature generally take three to five working days to fix. However, this was fixed after 24 hours of...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | April 13, 2006

               Unintended Consequences: Seven Years Under the DMCA

            
    
  
  
  
    
We've just updated our Unintended Consequences report (also available as a print-friendly PDF), which collects reported cases of the anti-circumvention provisions of the DMCA being used not against pirates, but against consumers, scientists, and legitimate competitors. In the seven years since the DMCA was enacted, this has grown...
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