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Internet Blacklists

SOPA || PIPA == Great Firewall of USA

● DNS-based blacklists that would break the 
internet's infrastructure

● Back-room deals with the copyright industry, 
no input from the People of the Internet

Screw censorship.



  

If the People are left out of decision making in 
Congress, what can we do? STRIKE!

INTRODUCING:

INTERNET BLACKOUT DAY

Thanks big sites like Wikipedia, Google, Craigslist!

Thanks thousands of small websites!



  

TODO: Wikipedia Blackout



  

TODO: Google Blackout



  



  

Friday, January 13

4 days to Blackout Day In a Nutshell
● 10 Ubuntu servers behind 

AWS elastic load balancer
● 99% static content
● Stores signatures in local 

MySQL db (deal with 
delivery later)

● Remixed Authorize.net 
code from CiviCRM

5:00 pm, we learned that 
Wikipedia wanted to link to us!*

Millions of hits in the 
first few minutes?!

Just in case Salsa breaks: 
Spent long MLK Day weekend 
building infinitely scalable 
petition in Amazon cloud

* Wikipedia didn't end up linking to our 
petition, but we're glad they whipped us 
into action



  

January 17

● 9pm in San Francisco (midnight on the US East 
Coast): Largest Internet protest in history 
began

● 10pm, Salsa petition crashed

Thanks Minecraft!

Commence Plan B: Fallback to blacklists.eff.org



  

TODO: Minecraft Blackout



  

January 18

12am in San Francisco, Mozilla calls:

“We're blacking out mozilla.org at 5am. Your 
petition is ugly and text-heavy. Do something 

about it, or we'll link to someone else's 
petition instead.”*

* Paraphrased



  

January 18

● 12am to 3am: I spent several delirious hours 
tweaking CSS and JavaScript

● New design deployed!
● Signature rate increased!
● I finally get to go to sleep!
● I dream about protesters going on strike against 

censorship, marching through clouds of PHP scripts and 
congressional representatives ...



  This form sent over a million emails to Congress.



  

The Technical Aftermath
● 715,000 people signed our petition
● We gave Salsa a handful of MySQL dumps
● Salsa imported this data, sent emails to 

Congress
● Our in-house “salsa_slurp” script imported 

data into CiviCRM over the next several days, 
saved activities for each signature

● We tripled our contacts, doubled our 
mailing list, and we got $60k in donations 
just from thank you page forms



  

The Social Aftermath

WE WON!



  

TODO: #catsignal
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