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AMENDMENT NO. Calendar No'

Purpose: To regulate the judiciat use of presidential signing

statements in the interpretation of acts of congress.

IN THE SEI{ATE OF IHE IINIIED STATES-11Ûth cong., lst sess'

s.2248

TQ amend the Foreign Intelligence surveillance act of 1978,

to modernize arrd streamline the provisions of that Act,

and for other Pruposes-

Refemed to the Committee on and'

ordered to be Printed

Ordered to lie on the table and to be printed

arwp¡ounNr intended to be proposed by n¿Ir. Spncrnn

Ytz:

1 At the end of the bill, add the following:

2 TITLE TV-PRESIDEI{TIAL
3 SIGNING STATEMENTTS

4 spc. 401. sHoRT TTrr,E-

5 This titte may be cited as the "Presidential sig'ing

6 Statements Act of 2007" -

7 sgc.4oz. DEFINrrroN.

8 as used in this title, the term "presidential signing

g statement" means a statement issued by the President
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1 about a.bill, in conjunction with signing that bill into law

2pursuanttoArticlel,sectionT,oftheConstitution.

3 SEC. 403. JT]DICTAL USE OF PRESIDENTIAL SIGNING STAIE'

4 MENTS.

5 In determining the meaning of any Act of Congress'

6 no Federal or State court shall rely on or d'efer to a presi-

7 dential signfug statement as a source of authority'

SsEC.4o4.coNGREssroNAI,RrGHTToPARTrcrPArsrN

g cottnT PRocEEDTNGs oR suBnfirr cr"anr-

10 rrrNc Rnsor,trnoN'

11 (a) CoxenpssroNll Rrcnt To P¡nrrcrpatp AS

|2 Amcus Cunm¡.-In any action, suit, or proceeding in

t3anyFederalorStatecourt(includingtheSupremeCorrrt

14 of the unitect states), regarding the construction or con-

15 stitutionality, or both, of any Act of Congress in which

16 a presidential signing statement was issued, the Federal

17 or State Court shall permit the United States Senate,

18 through the offrce of senate Legal Counsel, as authorized

ß in section 701 0f the Ethics in Government act of 1978

20(2U.S.C.288),ortheUnitedStatesHouseofRepresent-

2L atives, through the Offrce of General Counsel for the

22 United States House of Representatives, or both, to par-

23 ticþate as an amicus curiae, and to present an oral argu-

24 ment on the question of the Act's construction or constitu-

25 tionality, or both. Nothing in this section shall be con-
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1 strued to confer standing on any party seeking to bring,

2 or jurisdiction on any court with respect to, any civil or

3 criminal action, including suit for cou-rt costs, against

4 Congress, either House of congress, a Member of con-

5 gress, a committee or subcommittee of a llouse of con-

6 gress, any offr.ce or agency of congress, or any offr.cer or

7 employee of a House of congress or any ofñce or agency

I of Congress.

g (b) CoNaRESSIONATJ Rrcsr To SueMrr Cr.jARTF YTNG

10 RpSOT,UUON.-I¡ any suit referenced in subsection (a),

11 the fulI congress may pass a conclurent resolution declar-

12 ing its view of the proper interpretation of the act of con-

t3 gress at issue, clariffing congress's intent or clari$'ing

14 Congress's findings of fact, or both. If congress does pass

15 sueh a conculrent resolution, the Federal or State court

L6 shall perrnit the united states congress, through the of-

!7 frce of senate I-:egal counsel, to submit that resolution

18 into the record of the case as a matter of right'

ß (c) E>cnortpo CoNsmpRArIoN--It shall be the

20 duty of each Federal or state court, including the su-

2t preme court of the united states, to advance on the dock-

22 et and to expedite to the greatest possible extent the dis-

23 position of any matter brought r¡nder subsection (a).


