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Transparency
Emerging technologies have the potential to create 
a more democratic relationship between public 
institutions and the citizens they serve. Today, a broad 
range of new tools are allowing the public to more 
closely examine government and corporate entities, and 
to hold them accountable for deception, censorship 
and corruption. Part of EFF’s mission is to foster and 
promote the creation and use of these tools. EFF has 
three major active projects working to these ends. 

FLAG ProjecT

EFF’s FOIA Litigation For Accountable Government 
project aims to expose the government’s expanding use 
of new technologies that invade Americans’ privacy. 
Through Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests, 
the project helps to protect individual liberties and hold 
the government accountable.

For more information see www.eff.org/issues/foia

TesT Your IsP ProjecT

The Test Your ISP Project holds Internet service providers accountable for covert traffic filtering.  
We helped catch Comcast, for example, selectively interfering with file-sharing protocols such 
as BitTorrent, Gnutella, and others.

EFF is developing information and software tools to help subscribers test their own broadband 
connections.  Switzerland is an open source software tool for testing the integrity of data 
communications over networks, ISPs and firewalls. It will spot IP packets which are forged or 
modified between clients, inform you, and give you copies of the modified packets. For more 
information see www.eff.org/testyourisp

ToTAL eLecTIon AwAreness (TeA) 

In 2008, EFF’s Total Election Awareness project created the software behind OurVoteLive.org, 
an election-monitoring website that collected and analyzed thousands of reports of voting 
problems in real-time throughout the primary season.  On Election Day, OurVoteLive.org 
received close to 60,000 visitors and was blogged about or linked to by the likes of Fox News, 
the New Yorker, Daily Kos, the Wall Street Journal, and the Huffington Post. Now that the 
election is over, OurVoteLive contains the largest database of voting-related inquiries, problems, 
and discrepancies ever created — all searchable and visible to the general public. Find out more 
at www.eff.org/code/tea


