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As a public safety organization, the Ogden Police Department has established emergency first responder capabilities as part of its assigned job.  These capabilities are all a part of the Weber Area PSAP police/fire/paramedic/ambulance center which is adjacent to the Ground Control Station (GCS), 20 feet away.  At this location, there are lists for every type of emergency protocol contained within the center’s emergency response purview through it’s Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD) system.  This is a 24 hour/7 day/365 day year facility.  

Before Ogden Police Department begins to fly the UAS, Ogden Police Department will include tin  these emergency procedures protocols to address:

a. Any incident or accident involving the UAS while the UAS is on the ground.
b. Any incident or accident on the ground not involving the UAS while the UAS is in flight.
c. Any incident or accident involving the GCS, when Pilot-in-Command still has control.
d. Any incident or accident at the GCS, wherein Pilot-in-Command of the UAS is incapacitated.


With regard to (a.), Ogden Police emergency protocol would require emergency assistance from paramedics and Pilot-in-Command would immediately deflate the UAS via the emergency release valve, activated by the Pilot-in-Command at the GCS.  

With regard to (b.), Ogden Police emergency protocol would call for the Pilot-in-Command to determine the safe option between: putting the UAS into a holding pattern until emergency on ground is resolved or commanding UAS to return to home where it can be recovered early.  This determination would account for the proximity of the ground emergency to the recovery location and the availability of Ogden Police to recover the UAS while still addressing the emergency needs.

With regard to (c.), Ogden Police emergency protocol would call for the Pilot-in-Command to manually guide the UAS home and immediately recover the UAS.  As secondary option to returning the UAS to home - should the emergency at the GCS preclude recovery at home - Ogden Police will determine a secondary recovery location, likely a park nearby, where the UAS can safely be recovered should recovery at home be impractical.  With Pilot-in-Command manually commanding the UAS, recovery could occur at any number of open locations in the event of an emergency at the GCS.  

With regard to (d.), Ogden Police emergency protocol would call for the immediate release of the emergency release valve, which can be opened via radio from the GCS.  Emergency personnel responding to the emergency incapacitating the Pilot-in-Command would remotely open the emergency release valve, allowing for the immediate (albeit slow) deflation of the UAS airship.  As it will take between 10 and 20 minutes for the airship to approach the ground, a trained secondary pilot can manually guide the deflating airship to a safe location where it can be recovered, and GPS tracking will ensure that the airship can be recovered from any location in the city once deflation has occurred.  

In the event of any incident, accident or loss of life, the UAS will be immediately brought to the ground.  If an incident occurs which does not involve life-threatening circumstances, the UAS will either be put in a holding pattern until further notice or will be commanded to return to the recovery site for early recovery.  Where appropriate, the Pilot in Commance may take control of the UAS for manual flight near areas of accident for surveillance purposes; however, this would only occur if surveillance were helpful or necessary to emergency responders and the UAS would not further jeopardize the emergency circumstances.

Additionally, there is a normal list of emergency contacts in every phone book which includes contact information for the PSAP center, as well as an advanced 911 capability for the center through the cellular phone network.
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