
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dec 5, 2022 

To:  
Mayor London Breed 

Supervisor Connie Chan 

Supervisor Catherine Stefani 
Supervisor Aaron Peskin 

Supervisor Gordon Mar 

Supervisor Dean Preston 

Supervisor Matt Dorsey 

Supervisor Myrna Melgar 

Supervisor Rafael Mandelman 

Supervisor Hillary Ronen 

Supervisor Shamann Walton 

Supervisor Ahsha Safai 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 

San Francisco, California 

 

CC:  
City Administrator Carmen Chu 

City Attorney David Chiu 

Department of Technology Executive Director Linda Gerull 
Office of the San Francisco Controller 

Police Chief William Scott 

San Francisco District Attorney Brooke Jenkins 

San Francisco Public Defender Mano Raju 

 

RE: Opposition to SFPD Proposal to Arm Robots 
 

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors, 
 

We are a coalition of community-based civil and human rights groups writing in 
opposition to the San Francisco Police Department’s (“SFPD”) proposed policy, 
laid out in its Law Enforcement Equipment Policy, to deploy deadly force via 
remote-controlled robot. It may be unusual for supervisors to change their vote 
after a first reading of a policy, but we urge you to oppose on Tuesday. If approved, 
this policy would lead to what we have seen countless times before in the United 
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States: deadly force and dangerous equipment authorized for use in extreme 
circumstances working its way into more common police procedures.  
 

SFPD’s proposal, if approved, threatens the privacy and safety of city residents and 
visitors. Police in the United States have killed 1,054 people in the last year. Black 
Americans are three times more likely than white Americans to be killed during 
police encounters. San Francisco is no exception; according to Mapping Police 
Violence, from 2013 to 2021, Black people were 9.7 times as likely and Latinx people 
were 4.3 times as likely to be killed by SFPD as a white person by population. 
According to Mission Local, from 2000 to 2021, over 30 percent of fatal police 
shootings in San Francisco killed Black people, even though Black people were only 
about 5 percent of the city's population. And despite California having one of the 
strongest laws governing police use of deadly force in the country,  unarmed people 
and bystanders are killed with disturbing frequency. There is no basis to believe 
that robots toting explosives might be an exception to police overuse of deadly 
force. Using robots that are designed to disarm bombs to instead deliver them is a 
perfect example of this pattern of escalation, and of the militarization of the police 
force that concerns so many across the city.  
 

SFPD’s proposal would allow officers to send these robots to all arrests and all 
searches with warrants, and to protests if police decide that 'exigent 
circumstances' or other flexible justifications in the policy apply. Next, it would 
allow the Chief of Police, or two other top officials, to authorize use of a robot for 
deadly force if: “[1] risk of loss of life to members of the public or officers is imminent 
and [2] officers cannot subdue the threat after using alternative force options or de-
escalation tactics options, **or** conclude that they will not be able to subdue the 
threat after evaluating alternative force options or de-escalation tactics.”  
 

Thus, given that “or” (emphasis added), this policy allows police to use robotic 
deadly force without first attempting alternatives. A spokesperson for the 
department said that they do not have “any sort of specific plan in place” regarding 
the robots’ use of deadly force. 
 

In October 2022, the Oakland police department proposed a similar policy to arm 
robots. Following public outrage, the plans were scrapped within a week. People are 
naturally uncomfortable with the use of armed robots in any situation.  
 

Conclusion 

We urge the Board to take seriously the opposition to the SFPD using robots for 
deadly force, as proposed in the military police equipment authorized useation 
policy. We appreciate the supervisors who have logically pointed out that the 
supposed use cases for this technology are not worth the damage it would do to the 
city’s reputation and the safety of its most policed populations.  
 

The SFPD’s proposal is not a public safety solution, as the department claims, but 
an expansion of police power that history and common sense demonstrates will 
endanger lives needlessly.  

https://mappingpoliceviolence.us/
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/hsph-in-the-news/blacks-whites-police-deaths-disparity/
https://policescorecard.org/ca/police-department/san-francisco
https://missionlocal.org/2022/10/police-shooting-deaths-san-francisco-2000-database/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=835a&lawCode=PEN
https://www.theverge.com/2022/11/23/23475817/san-francisco-police-department-robots-deadly-force
https://theintercept.com/2022/10/17/police-robot-gun-oakland/
https://www.govtech.com/public-safety/oakland-calif-police-reverse-course-on-lethal-robot
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Signed,  
ACLU of Northern California 
American Friends Service Committee 

ANSWER Coalition 

Arab Resource & Organizing Center (AROC) 

Asian Americans Advancing Justice-Asian Law Caucus 
Black Unity 
CAIR San Francisco Bay Area 

California Coalition for Women Prisoners 

California Interfaith Power and Light 
Coalition on Homelessness 

CODEPINK for Peace, San Francisco Bay Area 
Community Awareness Resource Entity (C.A.R.E.) 
Community United Against Violence 
Critical Resistance Oakland 

Democratic Socialists of America, San Francisco 
Dolores Street Community Services 
East Bay CodePink 

Electronic Frontier Foundation 

End Solitary Santa Cruz County 

GLIDE 

Global Exchange 

Haight Ashbury Neighborhood Council 
Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 
Immigrant Legal Resource Center 

Indivisible SF 

Joanne Davis, MFT 

Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights of the San Francisco Bay Area 
Legal Services for Children 
Media Alliance 

National Center for Lesbian Rights 

National Lawyers Guild - San Francisco Bay Area Chapter 

Oakland Privacy 
OMI Cultural Participation Project 
Party for Socialism and Liberation - Bay Area 

Peaceworkers 
San Francisco Berniecrats 

San Francisco Gray Panthers 

San Francisco Latinx Democratic Club 

San Francisco Public Defender 
SEIU Local 1021 

Seminary of the Street 

Spiralroot Power Association 

Support Life Foundation 
Tenth Amendment Center 

The Kim Caldwell Show 

https://www.aclunc.org/home
https://www.afsc.org/
https://www.answercoalition.org/
https://aroc.herokuapp.com/
https://www.advancingjustice-alc.org/
https://ca.cair.com/sfba/
https://womenprisoners.org/
https://www.interfaithpower.org/
https://www.cohsf.org/
https://codepinkgoldengate.org/
https://www.sf-care.org/
https://www.cuav.org/
https://criticalresistance.org/our-chapters/cr-oakland/
https://dsasf.org/
https://www.dscs.org/
https://www.codepink.org/
https://www.eff.org/
https://www.facebook.com/EndSolitarySantaCruzCounty/
https://www.glide.org/
https://globalexchange.org/
https://www.hanc-sf.org/
https://www.milkclub.org/
https://www.ilrc.org/
https://indivisiblesf.org/
https://www.thrivecounselingandtherapy.com/
https://lccrsf.org/
https://www.lsc-sf.org/
https://media-alliance.org/
https://www.nclrights.org/
https://nlgsf.org/
https://oaklandprivacy.org/
https://www.omi-cpp.org/
https://pslweb.org/
https://peaceworkersus.org/
https://sfberniecrats.com/
https://sfgraypanthers.wordpress.com/
https://www.sflatinodemocrats.com/
https://sfpublicdefender.org/
https://www.seiu1021.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Community-Organization/Seminary-of-the-Street-184679791588986/
https://www.spiralroot.org/
https://tenthamendmentcenter.com/
http://www.thekimcaldwellshow.com/
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Therapists for Peace and Justice 
The Village In Oakland 
WISE Health 

Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom, San Francisco Branch 
Workers Circle/Arbeter Ring, No. CA (Branch 1054) 
Young Women's Freedom Center 

https://thevillageinoakland.org/
http://www.wisehealthsf.com/who-we-are
http://wilpfeastbay.org/
https://www.facebook.com/workmenscirclenorcal
http://youngwomenfree.org/

