March 19, 2014

Mr. John J. Hoffman

Acting Attorney General for the
State of New Jersey

P.O. Box 080

Trenton, NJ 08625-0080

Re: Jeremy Rubin d/b/a Tidbit v. State of New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs
Dear Mr. Hoffman:

We are MIT graduate students and undergraduates who create technologies and research ideas at the
frontiers of knowledge. At MIT, we are given the space and the training to imagine, create, and
disseminate projects that expand new ideas and new possibilities for technology. We are writing to you
because we believe a recent subpoena from your office threatens the ability to innovate on our campus
and on campuses around the world, including at New Jersey’s regional and world class universities.

Specifically, we are writing in support of Jeremy Rubin, an undergraduate student at MIT. Mr. Rubin and
three other MIT students created innovative computer code named "Tidbit." Tidbit is a proof-of-concept
project that sought to create a novel revenue stream for internet-based publishers by facilitating the
mining of bitcoin. It was not completed to fully mine bitcoin. In early December, your office, through its
Division of Consumer Affairs, issued a subpoena and interrogatories upon Mr. Rubin in pursuit of an
investigation under the New Jersey Consumer Fraud Act.

As students, we see this subpoena as a deterrent to our research, creativity, and learning in a university
context. Our learning and research advance when we publish classwork and project ideas online, often
making them available for evaluation by third parties. New Jersey’s subpoena challenges our freedom to
share and evaluate our ideas, and has a serious chilling effect on our ability to encourage our peers and
students to do the same.

The Tidbit project is an example of precisely the intellectual exploration and innovation we aspire to and
encourage each other to try. Tidbit is typical of the kind of work that we routinely create in response to
class assignments and in the course of our research. Furthermore, public dissemination of our work is
often expected of us by faculty. Like students at all universities, we routinely try to publish work through
conferences, journals, websites, and competitions like the one that awarded the Tidbit team the prize for
Most Innovative project. Our academic projects also routinely solicit public testing of technology ideas
online, projects which are given dedicated websites that invite wide participation and registration by
participants.

We are alarmed by the implications of this subpoena for us and our universities. Tidbit is an incomplete
project in its early stages, at the frontiers of the emerging field of cryptocurrency. Although this may not
have been the intention, the subpoena leads us and our peers to worry that sufficiently innovative work
may face similar legal challenges, disincentivizing us from exploring promising new fields and
discouraging us from publishing our work. As students, we are just starting to learn how to create
meaningful work, and to understand its societal implications. The risk to students at the beginning of our
careers represented by this subpoena is crushing, and many of our peers will simply choose to avoid those



risks altogether. Most alarming is the possibility that entities from anywhere could view any student's
work online and offer serious legal challenges, even when those parties have no direct connection to us
and no jurisdiction in our region. If this occurs, how can we or students at any other university ever
responsibly continue to disseminate our work in public?

The chilling effect from this subpoena seriously affects student research and innovation at universities and
colleges throughout the United States, including those in New Jersey. We are proud to be students at a
university that offers a proven example of the economic and societal benefits of universities to our regions
and our world. As students, we are excited to create those benefits through our own learning, research,
and innovation. These benefits are also clearly visible in New Jersey's own regional and world class
universities, where the dissemination of research and innovation is fundamental to their role. If academics
and students in New Jersey could face serious legal challenges for their early work from unrelated parties
in faraway states, the freedoms of those universities and their benefits will be seriously diminished.

We urge your office to withdraw the subpoena and interrogatories delivered on Mr. Rubin.
The undersigned,

J. Nathan Matias, PhD Student, MIT Center for Civic Media

Sayamindu Dasgupta, PhD Student, MIT Media Lab

Leonid Grinberg, Class of 2014

Benjamin Weissmann, Senior, Computer Science

Elizabeth M Shen, Sophomore, CS/Math

Akshar Wunnava, Senior, Chemical Engineering & Economics

David Lawrence, Senior, electrical engineering

Colleen A Josephson, Graduate Student

Dennis Wilson, Senior, Electrical Engineering / Computer Science

Karleigh Moore, Sophomore

Charles Fracchia, Graduate Student, MedialLab

Benjamin A Bloomberg, Masters Student

Yaning Zhang, Sophomore, Department of Biological Engineering

Edgardo Farias, Junior, Mechanical Engineering

Ryan M Lau, Junior, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science

Nina Yang, Junior, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science

Aashish Tripathee, Freshman

Emer Guardado Sanchez, Junior, Physics

Jakob C Dabhl, Junior, Chemistry

Jonathan H Huggins, PhD student, MIT Dept of Electrical Engineering & Computer Science and
Computer Science and Al Lab

Caroline Taylor Morganti, Sophomore, Computer Science and Engineering

Madeline Jenkins, Freshman, Economics

Yasyf Mohamedali, Freshman, Computer Science & Engineering

Colin Taylor, Graduate Student

Paul Hemberger, Grad Student, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science

Kristjan Eerik Kaseniit, Senior, Computer Science & Biology

Eleanor Pence, Freshman, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science

Daniel Kang, Junior, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science



Alexandre Goncalves, Master's candidate, CMS

Eric Mannes, Sophomore, Mathematics

Amruth Venkatraman, Junior, Computer Science

Justin Holmgen, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab

Derek Kita, Student

Andre Kessler, MIT Class of 2015

I-Ting Angelina Lee, Postdoc

David Doan, Freshman, Mechanical Engineering

Kevin Ng, Freshman

Samuel James Bader, Senior, Physics

Erik Stayton, Graduate Student, MIT CMS

Cody Cutler, PhD Student, Computer Science and Al Lab

Austin Collins, Grad Student, MIT LIDS

Victor Marius Costan, PhD Student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab
Micah Eckhardt, PhD Student

David Z Ye, Junior

James V. Mutch, Graduate Student

Nicole M Tubacki, Freshman, Computer Science

Tasha Schoenstein, Sophomore, Mathematics

Dylan Joss, Junior, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
Samira A Bazuzi, Sophomore, Computer Science and Engineering
Jordan Downey, Junior, Biological Engineering

Erin King, Sophomore, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
Jessica Noss, Senior, Computer Science and Engineering

Ying Zhang, Graduate Student

Chyleigh J Harmon, Senior, Chemistry

Spencer Russell, Grad Student, MIT Media Lab

Connor Dufty, Freshman, Biological Engineering

Emma Steinhardt, Sophomore, Mechanical Engineering

Georgina Dorminy, Senior, Biology

David A. Mellis, PhD Student, MIT Media Lab

Michael A Henninger, graduate student, physics

Stephen J Suen, Junior, Comparative Media Studies

Anne Huang, Student

Deena Wang, Senior, Computer Science

Szymon Sidor, Graduate Student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab
Jessie Zhang, Junior, Mathematics

Ava E. Chen, Freshman, Mechanical Engineering

Jorge A. Rosario, Student

Dimitrios Pagonakis, Junior, Civil Engineering

Arshia Surti, Junior, Aeronautics & Astronautics

Franck Dernoncourt, PhD Student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab
Deanna Heer, Sophomore, Computer Science

Jennifer S Groff, Research Assistant

Justin Martinez, Sophomore, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science
Alexis Hope, Research Assistant, MIT Media Lab

Daniel Mark Ben-David, Junior, Physics



Changping Chen, Freshman, Computer Science

Amanda Evans, Senior in Materials Science and Engineering

Adam Suhl, Junior, Mathematics

Austen K Yueh, Freshman, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
Brian K. Gilligan, Freshman, Mechanical and Ocean Engineering

Hollie M O'Brien, Planetary Science Undergraduate

Gianna Parella, Freshman, Chemical Engineering

Ming Yang Ong, Sophomore, Mathematics

Ricarose Roque, Grad Student, Media Arts and Sciences

Eric Ruleman, Sophomore, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
Daniel Leithinger, PhD candidate, MIT Media Lab

Lilly Chin, Freshman, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science

Heidi Baumgartner, Undergraduate student in physics, class of 2014
Catherine D'Ignazio, Student, Center for Civic Media

Jason D Elizalde, Senior, Aeronautics & Astronautics

Prashanth S Venkataram, Senior, Physics

Jayson Lynch, PhD Student, MIT Electrical Engineering & Computer Science
Erhardt Graeff, Graduate Student

Rudy H Tanin, Physics

Samuel M Duchovni, Freshman

Michael A Forbes, Graduate Student, Computer Science

Alina Kononov, Senior, Physics

Matthew Carney, Research Assistant Center for Bits and Atoms

Ryan Jacobs, Graduate Student, Sloan and Mechanical Engineering
Katherine Silvestre, Senior, Chemistry and Biology

Benjamin Reynolds, Sophomore

Aisha Wang, Sophomore, Mechanical Engineering / Electrical Engineering & Computer Science
Diana I Hernandez, Freshman, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
Antonio Moreno, Junior 6-2 Electrical Engineering & Computer Science
Jordan Ladd, Freshman, Materials Science and Engineering

Kweku Adams, senior, computer science

Rachel Osmundsen, Freshman, Materials Science and Engineering

Allan E Sadun, Freshman, Physics

Jessica Parker, Junior, Civil Engineering

Charles Xu, Junior, Physics

David Zhang, Undergraduate, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
Christina M Curlette, Sophomore, Computer Science and Mathematics
Maxim I Wimberley, Junior, Mathematics & Physics

Daniel Kramnik, Undergraduate

Evan Moore, Senior, Computer Science

Jason Haas, PhD student, MIT Education Arcade

Sunoo Park, PhD Student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab

Jane He, Junior, Chemical Engineering

Alyssa Y Waln, Sophomore, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
Austin T. Clements, Graduate Student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab
Sydney E Hodges, Sophomore, Chemical Engineering

Patrick Barragan, Graduate Student, Mechanical Engineering



Oren Lederman, Research Assistant, MIT Media Lab

Miren Bamforth, Junior, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
Predrag Gruevski, Junior, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab

Jamila S Smith-Dell, Sophomore, Chemical Engineering

Areza Sumitro, Junior, Chemical Engineering

Jacob Bernstein, PhD Student, MIT Media Lab

Arya Azma, Senior, Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
Ekapol Chuangsuwanich, Graduate Student

Tristan B Daniels, Senior, Computer Science and Engineering

Kenny Lam, Masters' student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab

Jason M Lipshin, Grad student, Comparative Media Studies

Jacqueline Kory, Graduate student, MIT Media Lab

Matthias E Bahlke, Graduate Student, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science
Oliver E Newth, Masters Student, Civil & Environmental Engineering
Michelle K Sing, Graduate Student, Materials Science and Engineering
Pranay Jain, Graduate Student, Mechanical Engineering

Lawrence Wong, Graduate, Aviation BC Climate Impact

Brian Spatocco, Graduate Researcher

Jamie Teherani, PhD Student, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
Yechao Zhu, Graduate student, physics

Emily A. Moberg, Graduate Student in Biology

Javier Iglesias de Ussel, 2015 MBA Student at MIT Sloan School of Management
Stéphane P. Francioli, Graduate, MIT Sloan School of Management

Rebecca Saari, PhD Candidate, Engineering Systems Division

William J Cotta, Graduate Student, Mechanical Engineering

George Tucker, Graduate student, Mathematics

Remi R Lam, PhD candidate

Kathleen C Alexander, Graduate Student, Materials Science & Engineering
Nathaniel L Jones, Graduate Student, Architecture

Nicholas C Custer, Graduate Student, Mechanical Engineering

Maria Teresa Pena-Alcaraz, PhD Candidate

Nicholas Martin, Graduate Student, Political Science

Akash Chandawarkar, M.D. Candidate, Havard-MIT Division of Health Sciences and Technology
Lisa Sukharev-Chuyan, Sophomore, Computer Science

Jorie Koster-Hale, Graduate student, brain and cognitive sciences

Jessica Asly Artiles, Graduate Research Student, MechE/TPP

David Feldman, Graduate Student, Physics

Binghong Han, PhD student, Materials Science and Engineering

Rohit Kannan, Graduate Student, Chemical Engineering

Jose Alberto Gomez, PhD Chemical Engineering Graduate Student

Dragos Velicanu, Graduate Student

Justin W Lee, Graduate Student

William J. Polacheck, Graduate Student, Mechanical Engineering

Daniel McDuff, PhD candidate, Media lab

Julia A Hopkins, Graduate Student

Nate S. Deshmukh Towery, Doctoral Student, Science & Technology Studies
Daniel Elitzer, MBA 2015



Tristan Naumann, PhD Candidate, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab
Babak Movassaghi, Sloan School of Management fellow

Leyla Isik, PhD student, Computational and Systems Biology

David M Rosen, Graduate Student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab
John Liu, Graduate student (Mechanical Engineering)

Andrew Kitrell Kennedy, Graduate Student, Aeronautics & Astronautics
Sydney Sroka, Graduate student

Jonathan Krones, PhD Candidate, Engineering Systems

Harriet Alexander, PhD Candidate, MIT-WHOI Joint Program in Oceanography
Eric A Miller, PhD Candidate, Chemical Engineering

Britta M Voss, Graduate Student, Earth, Atmospheric, & Planetary Sciences
Laura Perovich, Graduate Student, MIT Media Lab

Jin-hong Choi, Graduate Student, Mechanical Engineering

Gwendolyn Gettliffe, PhD Candidate, Aeronautics and Astronautics
Benjamin T Elder, PhD student, Physics

Vladimir Kiriansky, PhD student, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science
Callida Cenizal, First Year, Master in City Planning

Ariel Anders, Graduate Student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab
Margaux Filippi, Graduate student, Mechanical Engineering

Jessica Bryant, Graduate Student

Tami Forrester, Junior, Computer Science

Trygve Wastvedt, Graduate Student, Department of Architecture

Sarah Bricault, Graduate Student in Molecular and Cellular Neuroscience
Brett Boval, Graduate Student

Evan M. Wilson, Sophomore, Mechanical Engineering

Noel Anderson, PhD Candidate, Political Science

Eric K Soderstrom, Graduate Student, Computer Science

Frank Permenter, Graduate student

Gaurav Chaurasia, Post doctoral associate

Jocelyn M Kluger, graduate student, mechanical engineering

Michael E Stetner, Graduate Student, Brain and Cognitive Sciences
Jennifer A Jarvis, PhD Candidate, Nuclear Science and Engineering
Gustavo Goretkin, Graduate Student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab
David A. Wilson, PhD student, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science
Marek Hempel, Grad Student, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science
Weng Hong Teh, 1st year Engineering MBA student

Samuel C Shaner, Graduate Student, Nuclear Science & Engineering
Kelley Determan, Graduate Student, Structural Engineering

Amy Johnson, PhD student

Anna Wexler, Ph.D. student, Science, Technology & Society

Kimberly R Davis, 2nd Year Graduate Student, Microbiology

David Roth Singerman, PhD candidate, Science and Technology Studies
Emily Lin, Graduate Student

Matthew Hirsch, PhD Student, Media Lab

Benjamin R Moss, Graduate Student

Stephanie Cheng, MBA 2015

Lisa Fernandez del Castillo, Graduate Student, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science



Brandon A Evans, Graduate Student, Mechanical Engineering

Zvi Sheingart, Graduate student

Zachary Freeman, Graduate Student - Management Science

Dheera Venkatraman, Graduate Student

Richard A Fadok, PhD Student, History & Anthropology of Science
Shreeharsh Kelkar, Graduate Student

Matthew Furtney, Research Assistant, MIT Media Lab

Adam Sealfon, Graduate Student, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science
Gang Wang, PhD Student

Britni Crocker, Graduate Student, Health Science and Technology

Alec A Nielsen, PhD candidate, Biological Engineering

Justin Dove, Graduate Student, MIT RLE

Thomas Boning, Junior, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science

Gregory Dooley, Graduate Student, Astrophysics

Demetres Ingilis, Graduate Student, High Performance Structures
Witchakorn Kamolpornwijit, Sophomore, Computer Science and Engineering
Ramesh Sridharan, Graduate Student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab
Michele Pratusevich, Alum '13, MEng '15

Peter Schmidt-Nielsen, Junior

Rebecca Y Taft, Grad Student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab

Scott P. Burger, Graduate Student, Technology and Policy

Jordan Tyler Moldow, Senior, Mathematics and Computer Engineering
Rishabh Kabra, Senior, Computer Science and Engineering

D. Luke O'Malley, Student, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science, '14
Meghana G Bhat, Freshman, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science
Mike Tomovich, Grad Student

Joseph Schloesser, Executive MBA student

Camille A. Wasden, Graduate Student, Chemical Engineering

Pawel Zimoch, PhD Student, Mechanical Engineering

Vivian Hsieh, Graduate student, Chemical Engineering

Tim Kaler, Graduate Student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab

Neesha R Schnepf, Graduate student, Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary Science
Steven Keyes, Junior, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science

Helena Wang, Junior, Mechanical Engineering

Elena L. Glassman, PhD student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab

Zoe Snape, Junior, computer science

Aaron Garg, PhD Candidate, Chemical Engineering

Pavel Chvykov, PhD student, physics

Michelle A Fullwood, Graduate Student, MIT Linguistics

Gaurav Singh, Junior, Mathematics

Kerry K Xing, Graduate Student, MIT Computer Science and Al Lab
Timothy J. O'Donnell, Postdoctoral Fellow, MIT Brain and Cognitive Sciences
Katia Shtyrkova, graduate student, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science
Chris Smith, Doctoral Student, Department of Urban Studies & Planning
Floor van de Velde, Graduate Student

Ted Steiner, Graduate Student, Aeronautics & Astronautics

Jerome Hodges IV, PhD Student, Linguistics & Philosophy



Hector Fornes Martinez, Research Assistant in Aeronautics and Astronautics
Daniel Ziegler, Undergraduate, Computer Science

Zohaib Mahmood, Student, MIT Electrical Engineering & Computer Science
Alexander S Wein, Grad Student, Mathematics

Sameer S Kenkare, MFin Student, Sloan School of Management

Alvaro Morles, Junior, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science

Rachel M Davis, Sophomore, Materials Science and Engineering

Chelsea L Sprague, Graduate Student

Sooyoung Kwon, Grad Student

Katherine R Rudolph, Senior, Computer Science and Mathematics

Amanda Wang, Junior in Physics

Lauren St. Hilaire, Sophomore, Mechanical Engineering

David G Kaufman, Sophomore, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science

cc: Mr. Glenn T. Graham, Deputy Attorney General
Mr. Hanni M. Fakhoury, Electronic Frontier Foundation



