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This is in response to the solicitation for comments on the recently reported surveillance 
activities by the NSA.  
 
The NSA's dragnet-style surveillance activities reported are a chilling example of how 
George Orwell's 1984 is constantly coming closer to the truth. Any claims about only 
being able to extract information after a court order is a travesty unless backed by a 
thorough public review of the mechanisms behind it. In all likelihood, there is an honor 
system and a reporting mechanism, the latter of which can be circumvented by people 
with the right administrative privileges (such as Mr. Snowden). While every current NSA 
employee might be honorable in some sense of the word, there is certainly no guarantee 
that this will continue to be the case, for the NSA, or any other part of government.  
 
The fact that the NSA is not conducting targeted "disappearances" of political opponents 
today does not change the fact that the data collected by them enables just that kind of 
activity. An omniscient eye backed by an all-powerful state is emphatically not the basis 
of a strong democracy, and this eye must be put out before things get out of hand.  
 
Particularly damaging is the use of national security letters to stifle free speech among 
those with the most insight about the if not unconstitutional, then deeply immoral 
surveillance activities that have been going on for probably over a decade now. These 
letters, and the secret courts that issue them, sound much more like the german or russian 
secret police than the stalwart defenders of democracy in the land of the free.  
 
From a more technical point of view, the back doors, secret feeds, and software 
vulnerabilities created, used and fostered by the NSA put american at risk daily. We are 
all more vulnerable today because of this organization's perceived need to listen in on 
every conversation.  
 
As we've seen in Germany, China, Russia and North Korea among others in recent 
decades, a terrorist attack every now and then is  a minor annoyance compared to what an 
all-powerful state gone mad will gladly do to its citizens.  It is time to put the NSA back 
on the right track, with dramatically reduced budgets, powers, and liberties, before 
disaster strikes. 
 
 


