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To the Review Group on Global Signals Intelligence Collection and Communications 
Technologies: 
 
Ben Franklin once said, "They who can give up essential liberty to obtain a little 
temporary safety, deserve neither liberty nor safety." Franklin is speaking to us; we 
would do well to listen.  
 
It is not simply an abstract commitment to privacy and civil liberties that is at stake in the 
revelations that NSA conducts wide-scale data collection on US citizens, it is the 
credibility of our government in relation to its founding principles and documents. The 
US is either a constitutional democracy that is governed by law or it is something else. 
What we have learned is that in this moment it is actually something else. 
 
The US, during the cold war, compared itself favorably with the repressive regimes of the 
Eastern Block -- it was "freedom" that made that distinction. The KGB or the Stasi were 
symptoms of an evil paranoia that subjected the socialist citizenry to unconscionable 
surveillance. It turns out, we are even worse than that. Despite the values and laws 
enshrined in the founding documents of the country, the US government spies on all of us 
-- collects and stores our communications, our activities. It is a chilling revelation. It 
should be a devastating disillusionment.  
 
Technical changes cannot be made an excuse for the abrogation of basic principles. 
Communication should never be impeded, interrupted, or intercepted. It should not be 
criminalized and neither should thought or representation. Doing so really has nothing to 
do with fighting crime, or terrorism; rather it is an impingement on an essential 
humanness, which diminishes the subject of surveillance, the spy, and the society that 
sanctions such invasions of intimacy and human bonding.  
 
The time of the American revolution was also a time of unprecedented technological 
change and new global mobility. Rather than being the reason for implementing further 
restrictions of liberty, the framers of the constitution understood that situation as calling 
for a defense of liberty.  
 
It is time to recognize that our situation is the same. Now is the time for the clear sighted 
among us to turn back from our descent into authoritarian domination through technical 
means. If the mantra of freedom which is recited so often here is to have any meaning, it 
is incumbent on us to find a way not to use the demand for security as an excuse to 
destroy any expectation of privacy -- which is, after all, the most intimate security -- and 
the very heart of liberty. 
 
The internal surveillance apparatus of the US must be dismantled. Nothing less can 
possibly restore that freedom that we had been promised. And further, the government 
has to stop prosecuting the whistle blowers. Thomas Drake, William Binney, Edward 
Snowden and any future truth tellers should be lauded for their courage and protected 



from prosecution.  
 
Anything less than this will mean that US will continue its slide into what is essentially 
neo-fascism. 
 
 
 


