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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kevin Bankston
 | December 21, 2005

               Bad Ruling on Cell Phone Tracking: What a Difference a G Makes

            
    
  
  
  
    
Yesterday, Magistrate Judge Gorenstein of the federal court for the Southern District of New York issued an opinion permitting the government to use cell site data to track a cell phone's physical location, without the government having to obtain a search warrant based on probable cause.
 Judge Gorenstein's...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | December 21, 2005

               Don't Mess With Texas Part II

            
    
  
  
  
    
The Texas Attorney General announced today that Texas is expanding its lawsuit against Sony BMG to include the SunnComm MediaMax CDs, which are also part of EFF's lawsuit against Sony BMG. The Texas AG's press release explained:
 The Attorney General alleges the company's "MediaMax" technology for...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | December 18, 2005

               Summary of Claims Against Sony-BMG

            
    
  
  
  
    
My most recent column at Law.com, "Sony-BMG's Copy-Protection Quagmire", describes the various legal theories that have been brought against Sony-BMG over the CD copy-protection debacle. The quick summary: more than a dozen class action suits filed around the country, based on a mix of state anti-spyware statutes, the federal...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Danny O'Brien
 | December 16, 2005

               A Lump of Coal for Consumers: Analog Hole Bill Introduced

            
    
  
  
  
    
While the Senate was standing up for civil liberties, the House was handing out a Christmas gift to Hollywood. For digital consumers and innovators, however, it looks to be a nasty stocking-filler. 
 Representatives Sensenbrenner and Conyers have introduced H.R. 4569, the "Digital Transition Content Security Act of...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Matt Zimmerman
 | December 16, 2005

               Political Courage Blooms in Volusia County

            
    
  
  
  
    
Displaying political courage too rarely seen, the Volusia County Council today voted to reject Diebold's proposal for a paperless e-voting system and instead adopt a more expensive contract with competitor ES&S. This contract will eventually lead to the use of a ballot marking system that will ensure an auditable, voter-verified...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kevin Bankston
 | December 16, 2005

               PATRIOT Act Renewal Blocked in Senate!

            
    
  
  
  
    
It's the best holiday gift any civil libertarian could hope for: a bipartisan coalition of Senators has refused to end a filibuster that is blocking renewal of the USA PATRIOT Act. The group of Democrats and Republicans are rightly concerned that the PATRIOT renewal bill lacks meaningful checks and...
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Press Release
 | December 16, 2005

              EFF Defends Prisoners’ First Amendment Rights

            
    
  
  
  
    
Opposes Prison Mail Ban on Materials Printed from Internet
 The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) on behalf of Prison Legal News told a federal court Wednesday that Georgia state prisoners should be allowed to receive material printed from the Internet through the mail.
 Although Georgia state prisons allow prisoners...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Rebecca Jeschke
 | December 15, 2005

               "Good News for Music/Lyrics Fans After All?"

            
    
  
  
  
    
That's the question that pearLyrics asked today on its homepage. But the cautious optimism from developer Walter Ritter comes after a rough week.
 pearLyrics is software that automates the process of adding lyrics to iTunes tracks. As EFF's Fred von Lohmann outlined in his blog post Tuesday,...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Rebecca Jeschke
 | December 15, 2005

               Evidentiary Hearing Set for North Carolina E-Voting Certification

            
    
  
  
  
    
As you may know, EFF filed suit last week on behalf of voting integrity advocate Joyce McCloy, arguing that the North Carolina Board of Elections ignored its obligation to test all electronic voting system source code before certifying those systems for use in the state. Wednesday, the judge in...



  


          
  

  
    
      
      [image: ]
Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | December 13, 2005

               My Morning Jacket Offers Its Own Recall

            
    
  
  
  
    
While Sony BMG has only offered a patch for the MediaMax'd CDs that have a serious security problem, a recent Rolling Stone article notes that the band My Morning Jacket is offering its own recall of the MediaMax'd discs:
 Mike Martinovich, manager for My Morning Jacket,...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | December 13, 2005

               Lyrics Browsers, iTunes and Copyright Law

            
    
  
  
  
    
When I buy a CD, I look forward to having the lyrics printed in the liner notes. That's part of what I expect in exchange for my money. If the record label omits the lyrics, I feel I'm entirely within my fair use rights to listen closely to the recording...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Corynne McSherry
 | December 9, 2005

               Sony BMG Takes One Step - Let's Hope for More

            
    
  
  
  
    
EFF was sad but not surprised to discover that the security holes in the software Sony BMG has placed on its CDs did not end with the XCP rootkit. As reported on EFF's site Tuesday equally troubling risks are built into CDs loaded with another type of software, MediaMax...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | December 9, 2005

               Open Letter to SunnComm/MediaMax

            
    
  
  
  
    
Mr. Kevin M. Clement
 President and Chief Executive Officer
 MediaMax Technologies, Inc.
 Mr. Clement:
 As you know, we have already discovered one security concern arising from the MediaMax software, resulting in the patch issued on Tuesday and the revised patch issued yesterday.
 The...
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Press Release
 | December 8, 2005

              New Canadian Voice in Digital Rights Issues

            
    
  
  
  
    
Online Rights Canada Launches with EFF, CIPPIC Support Toronto - Online Rights Canada (ORC) launched in Canada Friday, giving Canadians a new voice in critical technology and information policy issues. The grassroots organization is jointly supported by the Canadian Internet Policy &amp Public Interest Clinic (CIPPIC) and the Electronic Frontier...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Rebecca Jeschke
 | December 8, 2005

               PATRIOT Reauthorization Slogs On

            
    
  
  
  
    
Next Steps Unclear, Action Still Needed
 The PATRIOT Act took a step closer to reauthorization today as Senator Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania announced that he would sign the conference report (in three parts: one, two, and three).
 Backroom deals have watered-down the best reforms...
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