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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | January 17, 2006

               NSA Warrantless Wiretaps: What's the Point?

            
    
  
  
  
    
The administration has justified the secret National Security Agency (NSA) warrantless domestic surveillance program by contending that going around the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) is necessary to conduct the war against terrorism. Attorney General Gonzalez claimed "[t]he operators out at NSA tell me that we don't...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Ren Bucholz
 | January 13, 2006

               Canadian Pol Loses Cool in Cash-for-Copyright Scandal

            
    
  
  
  
    
Canadian politics have been exciting of late -- a scandal, a collapsed government, and now another scandal involving a member of that collapsed government. But the really interesting bit is that the last scandal revolves around a Canadian MP's close ties to Hollywood, and...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Jason Schultz
 | January 12, 2006

               iTunes MiniStore "phone home" feature part of a dangerous trend in data collection

            
    
  
  
  
    
This week at MacWorld, Apple unveiled version 6.0.2 of iTunes, which it simply claimed "includes stability and performance improvements over iTunes 6.0.1." Among these so-called improvements is the Apple iTunes MiniStore -- a localized "recommendation" engine that would look at what you listen to and then suggest additional songs and...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | January 11, 2006

               Google Print and Copyright Law Overview

            
    
  
  
  
    
While a nearly infinite quantity of web ink has been spilled on the copyright issues raised by Google's Library Project (formerly Google Print), there have been few good resources that concisely summarize the positions of both sides.
 Jonathan Band, copyright lawyer and author of one of the best...



  


          
  

  
    
      
      [image: ]
Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | January 11, 2006

               Digital Vinyl: The Opposite of Sony-BMG

            
    
  
  
  
    
There's a new trend underway among indie labels, dubbed "digital vinyl": offering free MP3 downloads for customers who buy albums on vinyl. First Merge Records offered free downloads to those who bought vinyl releases by Clientele and Robert Pollard. Now Saddle Creek Records has announced that they will...
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Whitepaper

              IAAL*: What Peer-to-Peer Developers Need to Know about Copyright Law

            
    
  
  
  
    
January 2006
 by Fred von Lohmann
 Senior Intellectual Property Attorney
 Electronic Frontier Foundationfred@eff.org
 v. 5.0, January 2006
 I. What this is, and who should read it.
 The future of peer-to-peer file-sharing is entwined, for better or worse, with copyright law. Copyright owners have already targeted not only...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | January 9, 2006

               NSA Electronic Surveillance: Law Profs Weigh In

            
    
  
  
  
    
On December 22, the DOJ published a letter attempting to provide a legal justification of the NSA's warrantless electronic surveillance of persons within the United States. While the wiretaps would violate the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act on its face, the government argues that that the Authorization to Use...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | January 9, 2006

               Here We Go Again: Law Attempts To Limit Anonymous Online Speech

            
    
  
  
  
    
Last week, the Violence Against Women and Department of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005 was signed into law and a blow was struck against free speech on the Internet. VAWDOJRA is a complex bill, covering a wide variety of topics, but one subsection received little attention: Section 113. Dubbed...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Danny O'Brien
 | January 6, 2006

               Illegal NSA Wiretapping Program Involved Data-Mining

            
    
  
  
  
    
News reports over the holidays revealed that the US National Security Agency (NSA)'s presidentially-approved domestic spying program is even broader than the White House acknowledged.
 First it was revealed that the Administration has been wiretapping the international phone and email communications of people inside the US without getting...
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Press Release
 | January 6, 2006

              Judge Grants Preliminary Approval for Sony BMG CD Settlement

            
    
  
  
  
    
Customers to Get Clean CDs and Extra Downloads Because of Flawed Copy-Protection New York - A US District Court judge in New York gave preliminary approval Friday to a settlement for music fans who purchased Sony BMG music CDs containing flawed copy protection programs. Under the proposed settlement, Sony BMG...
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Press Release
 | January 4, 2006

              EFF Calls on EMI to Permit Security Research on Copy-Protected CDs

            
    
  
  
  
    
Fear of Legal Action Chills Computer Security Researchers San Francisco - The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) today sent an open letter to EMI Music -- the record label representing artists including Paul McCartney and Coldplay -- calling on it to agree not to pursue any legal action against computer security...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Fred von Lohmann
 | January 4, 2006

               What About EMI's Copy-Protected CDs?

            
    
  
  
  
    
It was thanks to the work of independent security researchers that the security risks in Sony-BMG's copy protected CDs were discovered. But what about the copy-protected CDs being sold by EMI labels (including Virgin, Capitol, and Liberty Records), which use similar copy protection technologies from Macrovision Corporation?
...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kurt Opsahl
 | January 3, 2006

               Florida AG's Office Enters Sony BMG DRM Fray

            
    
  
  
  
    
Charlie Crist, the Florida Attorney General, has joined several other states in investigating the Sony DRM debacle:
 Allegation or issue being investigated:
 It has been reported that certain Sony music cd's contain a software program apparently intended to protect against unauthorized duplication of the cd by the purchaser....
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Cindy Cohn
 | December 29, 2005

               EFF and Sony BMG Reach Preliminary Settlement over Flawed DRM

            
    
  
  
  
    
"The proposed settlement will provide significant benefits for consumers who bought the flawed CDs," said EFF Legal Director Cindy Cohn. "Under the terms, those consumers will get what they thought they were buying--music that will play on their computers without restriction or security risk. EFF is continuing discussions with Sony...
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Press Release
 | December 29, 2005

              EFF and Sony BMG Reach Settlement over Flawed DRM

            
    
  
  
  
    
“The proposed settlement will provide significant benefits for consumers who bought the flawed CDs,” said EFF Legal Director Cindy Cohn. "Under the terms, those consumers will get what they thought they were buying--music that will play on their computers without restriction or security risk. EFF is continuing discussions with Sony...
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