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Deeplinks Blog
 by Cindy Cohn
 | October 6, 2011

              EU Parliament Takes the First Step to Prevent Sales of Surveillance Equipment Used to Violate Human Rights

            
    
  
  
  
    
The European Parliament today formally recognized what has become increasingly clear: some European tech companies have been selling to repressive governments the tools used to surveil democracy activists. In response, it passed a resolution to bar overseas sales of systems that monitor phone calls and text messages, or provide...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Cindy Cohn, Seth Schoen
 | October 6, 2011

              Safeconnect, Universities, P2P, Network Security and Risk: The Tangled World of "Policy Enforcement" on Other People's Computers

            
    
  
  
  
    
After months of work, and spurred by an initial report by Professor Ted Byfield of New School University's Parsons New School for Design, we’re happy to report a security vulnerability fix in a product called Safe•Connect.
 While the immediate story is good, the underlying context should raise...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Julie Samuels
 | October 5, 2011

              Courts Call Out Copyright Trolls' Coercive Business Model, Threaten Sanctions

            
    
  
  
  
    
A Virginia district court is the latest to call out a copyright troll for using a business model designed to be little more than a shakedown operation to extract quick and easy settlements from hundreds of thousands of John Doe defendants. Judge Gibney says it far better than...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by rainey Reitman
 | October 5, 2011

              Party Like It's 1986 - Demand Privacy Like It's 2011

            
    
  
  
  
    
In 1986, Falco’s Rock Me Amadeus topped the charts, Madonna dedicated her hit single Papa Don’t Preach to Pope John Paul II, and a ruffle-clad David Bowie crooned along with funky Muppet goblins in Labyrinth. Meanwhile, although the World Wide Web didn’t even exist yet and cell phones were an...
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Event
 | October 20, 2011

              Party Like It's 1986!

            
    
  
  
  
    
Join Google, CDT, ACLU, EFF, CEI, TechFreedom, CCIA, and Americans for Tax Reform at the capital's most awesome party - Party Like It's 1986.
 When: Thursday, October 20, 2011 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm
 Where: Top of the Hill 319 Pennsylvania Ave, SE Washington, DC
 Details: http://action.eff.org/site/Calendar?id=100661&view=Detail
...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Jillian C. York
 | October 4, 2011

              Human Rights and Digital Freedom Groups Call for Release of Blogger

            
    
  
  
  
    
Today, EFF joined nine human rights and digital freedom organizations from around the world in sending a letter to the government of Vietnam calling for the release of blogger and human rights defender Pham Minh Hoang.
 Readers may remember Pham Minh Hoang from a blog post we wrote...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Abigail Phillips
 | October 3, 2011

              Publication of the FCC’s Net Neutrality Rules Spawns a Flurry of Legal Challenges

            
    
  
  
  
    
Now that the FCC’s “Open Internet” net neutrality rules have been published in the Federal Register, opening the door to legal challenges, the lawsuits are piling on.
 On Friday, Verizon appealed the order in the Washington, D.C., Court of Appeals, arguing that the FCC overstepped its authority...
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Press Release
 | October 3, 2011

              GPS Inventor Joins EFF in Fight Against Warrantless GPS Tracking

            
    
  
  
  
    
Washington, D.C. - The principal inventor of the Global Positioning System (GPS) and other leading technologists have joined the Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) in urging the U.S Supreme Court to block the government from using GPS tracking without first getting a warrant, arguing that the massive collection of sensitive location...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Eva Galperin
 | October 3, 2011

              Freedom of Expression Under Attack in Mexico: Social Network Users and Bloggers Face Violence, Political Backlash

            
    
  
  
  
    
Update: A Spanish translation of this post is available here.
 Chilling Speech Through Violence
 Bloggers in the Mexican border town of Nuevo Laredo are being terrorized by the Los Zetas drug cartel, which is trying to silence citizens who speak out against drug-related violence. On the...
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Press Release
 | October 3, 2011

              California's Reader Privacy Act Signed into Law

            
    
  
  
  
    
Sacramento, CA - California Governor Jerry Brown has signed the Reader Privacy Act, updating reader privacy law to cover new technologies like electronic books and online book services as well as local bookstores.
 The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) and the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) were sponsors of the...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Jillian C. York, Trevor Timm
 | September 30, 2011

              On Newspapers, Public Discourse, and the Right to Remain Anonymous

            
    
  
  
  
    
by Jillian York and Trevor Timm
 Update: A significant edit was made to the original piece on which this commentary is based. See * for additional information.
 In a recent Washington Times editorial titled “Internet trolls, Anonymity and the First Amendment,” Gayle Falkenthal declared that “the...
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Deeplinks Blog
 by Kevin Bankston
 | September 30, 2011

              Join EFF in Demanding a Digital Upgrade to 25-Year-Old Electronic Privacy Law

            
    
  
  
  
    
The year was 1986. Top Gun was the top movie, Super Mario Bros. 2 was the hot videogame, practically no one had ever heard of email, and mobile phones were clunky and expensive novelties the size of a brick.
 On October 21st of that year, the President signed...
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Legal Case

              Who's on the Intelligence Oversight Board?
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Legal Case

              US v. Fricosu

            
    
  
  
  
    
EFF urged a federal district court in Colorado to block the government's attempt to force a woman to enter a password into an encrypted laptop, arguing that it would violate her Fifth Amendment privilege against self-incrimination.
 A defendant in this case, Ramona Fricosu, is accused of fraudulent real estate...
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Legal Case

              US v. Pool

            
    
  
  
  
    
The forced collection of DNA samples from arrestees without search warrants violates their Fourth Amendment right to privacy, the Electronic Frontier Foundation told a federal appeals court in an amicus brief filed in July of 2011. However, shortly before this case was to be heard in the Ninth Circuit, the...
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