EFF Vows to Continue Fight Against Illegal Spying

Judge's Order to Dismiss Cases Won't ....

A federal judge today dismissed dozens of lawsuits over illegal domestic surveillance of American citizens, ruling that telecommunications companies had immunity from liability under the controversial FISA Amendments Act (FAA).

(quote - this takes away Americans' rights)

(Next steps here?)

The Electronic Frontier Foundation (EFF) had challenged the constitutionality of the FAA, arguing that it improperly attempts to take away Americans' claims arising out of the First and Fourth Amendments, violates the federal government's separation of powers as established in the Constitution, and robs innocent telecom customers of their rights without due process of law.

Signed by President Bush in 2008, the FAA allowed for the dismissal of the lawsuits over the telecoms' participation in the warrantless surveillance program if the government secretly certifies to the court that the surveillance did not occur, was legal, or was authorized by the president.  Then-Attorney General Michael Mukasey filed that classified certification with the court in September and demanded that the cases be dismissed.

(quote - Atty general Holder does not need to continue the draconian policies of the Bush administration.)

EFF is representing the plaintiffs in Hepting v. AT&T, a class action lawsuit brought on behalf of millions of AT&T customers whose private domestic communications and communications records were illegally handed over to the National Security Agency (NSA).  EFF has been appointed co-coordinating counsel along with the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) for all 46 outstanding lawsuits concerning the government's warrantless surveillance program.  EFF also represents the plaintiffs in Jewel v. NSA -- a second front in the battle to stop the NSA's illegal surveillance.  

(quote - telecom immunity issue has stalled dozens of cases in federal court but this dragnet surveillance must be stopped.  while we keep working on Hepting, and will consult with our clients about an appeal, we are also working on Jewel, so Americans get their privacy rights back ASAP.)

