




















































































































Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978, as amended
50 U.S.C. 1801-1871

50 U.S.C. 1801

§ 1801. Definitions

As used in this subchapter:

* * * *

(f) "Electronic surveillance" means--

(1) the acquisition by an electronic, mechanical, or other surveillance device ofthe
contents of any wire or radio communication sent by or intended to be received
by a particular, known United States person who is in the United States, if the
contents are acquired by intentionally targeting that United States person, under
circumstances in which a person has a reasonable expectation of privacy and a
warrant would be required for law enforcement purposes;

(2) the acquisition by an electronic, mechanical, or other surveillance device ofthe
contents of any wire communication to or from a person in the United States,
without the consent of any party thereto, if such acquisition occurs in the United
States, but does not include the acquisition of those communications ofcomputer
trespassers that would be permissible under section 2511(2)(i) of Title 18;

(3) the intentional acquisition by an electronic, mechanical, or other surveillance
device ofthe contents ofany radio communication, under circumstances in which
a person has a reasonable expectation ofprivacy and a warrant would be required
for law enforcement purposes, and if both the sender and all intended recipients
are located within the United States; or

(4) the installation or use ofan electronic, mechanical, or other surveillance device
in the United States for monitoring to acquire information, other than from a wire
or radio communication, under circumstances in which a person has a reasonable
expectation of privacy and a warrant would be required for law enforcement
purposes.

* * * *
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(k) "Aggrieved person" means a person who is the target ofan electronic surveillance
or any other person whose communications or activities were subject to electronic
surveillance.

* * * *

(m) "Person" means any individual, including any officer or employee ofthe Federal
Government, or any group, entity, association, corporation, or foreign power.

* * * *

50 U.S.C. 1809

§ 1809. Criminal sanctions

(a) Prohibited activities
A person is guilty of an offense ifhe intentionally--

(1) engages in electronic surveillance under color of law except as authorized by
statute; or

(2) discloses or uses information obtained under color of law by electronic
surveillance, knowing or having reason to know that the information was obtained
through electronic surveillance not authorized by statute.

* * * *

50 U.S.C. 1810

§ 1810. Civil liability

An aggrieved person, other than a foreign power or an agent of a foreign power, as
defined in section l80l(a) or (b)(1)(A) of this title, respectively, who has been
subjected to an electronic surveillance or about whom information obtained by
electronic surveillance of such person has been disclosed or used in violation of
section 1809 of this title shall have a cause of action against any person who
committed such violation and shall be entitled to recover--
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(a) actual damages, but not less than liquidated damages of$l ,000 or $100 per day
for each day of violation, whichever is greater;

(b) punitive damages; and

(c) reasonable attorney's fees and other investigation and litigation costs
reasonably incurred.

Title 18, United States Code

18 U.S.C. 2712

§ 2712. Civil actions against the United States

(a) In general.--Any person who is aggrieved by any willful violation of this chapter
or of chapter 119 of this title or of sections 106(a), 305(a), or 405(a) of the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (50 U. S.C. 1801 et seq.) may commence an
action in United States District Court against the United States to recover money
damages. In any such action, if a person who is aggrieved successfully establishes
such a violation of this chapter or ofchapter 119 of this title or of the above specific
provisions of title 50, the Court may assess as damages--

(1) actual damages, but not less than $10,000, whichever amount is greater; and
(2) litigation costs, reasonably incurred.

(b) Procedures.--(1) Any action against the United States under this section may be
commenced only after a claim is presented to the appropriate department or
agency under the procedures of the Federal Tort Claims Act, as set forth in title
28, United States Code.

* * * *
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